
Take-Home Book Bags

Discussion Guide for Families
Discussion Questions & Topics (before 
reading):

•	 What is the title of the book? 
•	 Who is the author of the book? 
•	 Look at the cover’s illustration (picture). What do you think 

the book is about? 

Discussion Questions & Topics (during 
reading):

•	 Sound out unfamiliar words as you read together. What do you think this word means?  Use other words and pictures 
on the page for clues as you discuss the meaning. 

•	 Pause in the middle of the book to check understanding. What has happened in the book so far? 
•	 In the middle of the story, stop to make a prediction. How do you think the story will end? What more do you think we 

will learn about?  

Discussion Questions & Topics (after reading): 

•	 Did this book tell a story (fiction) or did it give us information and explain facts (nonfiction)?

Fiction Books Nonfiction Books

•	 Who was the main character?
•	 Where did the story take place?
•	 What happened in the story?
•	 How did the characters feel in the story?

•	 What was the book about? 
•	 In what location was the book set? 
•	 What were three main ideas in the book? 
•	 What did you like about the book?

Activity:

On the next page, summarize the story line of the book using words and pictures. Start by brainstorming the big events that 
happened in the book together. How did the book begin? What happened to the characters? How did the book end?

Tips for reading together:

•	 Pick a quiet place to read where you 
can focus without interruptions.

•	 Take turns reading each book aloud. 
Switch back and forth after each page 
or sentence.

•	 Go back through the book to answer 
questions. Listen and share ideas with 
each other.
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