
Parents and Caregivers:
You are your student’s first and best teacher. Making reading an enjoyable part of your family’s daily routine can go a long way.  

We hope these ideas and resources can help support literacy in your home. Keep reading and be well!

Secondary Family Literacy Resources
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•	 Find a favorite place to read at home, and spend time there 

each day.

•	 Decide on a book to read with a friend or family member , 
whether in person or apart!

•	 Join a virtual book club or follow a YA book blogger! 

•	 Find how-to instructions to try something new like a craft, 
recipe, or DIY project. 

•	 Have you discovered a favorite podcast yet? Explore the 
attached resources and listen to something new! 

•	 Listen to music while creating art that represents the 
mood. 

•	 Do you know someone in a nursing home or someone 
who lives alone? If so, give them a call to ask how they 
are doing. 

•	 Try to learn dance moves to one of your favorite songs. 

•	 Listen to an audiobook while relaxing or doing a chore.

•	 Host a family poetry reading! Choose a favorite poem, and 
then read it to others in your home. 

•	 Learn a new skill, and then teach that skill to someone else 
in your home. 

•	 Make a phone call or video chat with someone to build 
conversational skills.

•	 Do research to learn something new, and then share what 
you learned with someone else or record a video.

•	 Keep a journal to record current events, how you’re feeling, and 
what’s happening in your life. 

•	 Try writing a story, a poem, or even an entire book. Set it aside for a 
week, and then go back to review and revise it. 

•	 Start a blog about a topic you love. Try to keep up with your blog by 
adding a post once a week. 

•	 Record a piece of family history in writing. Maybe it’s a family recipe 
or a story you’ve heard.

•	 Write a letter to a senior citizen, teacher, friend, or loved one to 
show them you care. 
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Reading
•	 Free reading and writing resources: https://wideopenschool.org/programs/family/6-12/reading-writing/
•	 Teen book bloggers: https://bookriot.com/2019/04/05/teen-book-bloggers/
•	 Sample DIY projects: https://diyprojectsforteens.com/

Listening
•	 Free access to audiobooks: https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
•	 Podcasts to listen to: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/cool-podcasts-for-the-whole-family
•	 Podcasts for EL students: https://podcastsinenglish.com/
•	 More podcasts for EL students: https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english
•	 Free resources to practice listening skills for EL students: https://americantesol.com/blogger/listeningskills2016/
•	 10-step listening skills: https://www.forbes.com/sites/womensmedia/2012/11/09/10-steps-to-effective-

listening/#30af78eb3891

 Writing
•	 Resources for writers: https://ywp.nanowrimo.org/pages/writer-resources
•	 Websites for writers: https://www.readbrightly.com/6-great-websites-teen-writers/
•	 Practice writing English for EL students: https://writeandimprove.com/
•	 Article for parents on blogging: https://www.fabulousblogging.com/2014/05/blogging-for-teens-a-guide-for-parents/
•	 Creative writing prompts: https://penandthepad.com/creative-writing-ideas-teenagers-5295775.html
•	 Write letters to senior citizens: https://lovefortheelderly.org/letters 
•	 Pandemic prompts and lessons: https://www.wordsalive.org/quaranteens 

 Speaking
•	 Poetry for teens: https://poets.org/poetry-teens
•	 Tips on reciting poetry: https://www.poetryoutloud.org/competing/tips-on-reciting/
•	 How to make YouTube videos: https://www.techsmith.com/blog/make-youtube-video/
•	 How to have better conversations: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1vskiVDwl4
•	 Public speaking skills: https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/public-speaking/

Resource Links


