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Elementary Family Literacy Resources

Parents and Caregivers:
You are your child’s first and best teacher. Making reading a fun and natural activity is the key to learning. We hope these ideas and
resources can help support literacy in your home. Keep reading and be well!

READING

Practice reading aloud to your pet and you will be rewarded
with loving animal kisses!

Spend time in the kitchen reading labels, ingredients, or
cooking steps. Bon appetit!

Create a family book club: read the book, watch the movie,
and don’t forget the popcorn!

Learn all the words to a song and have a karaoke party!

Designate a time when everyone in the home reads, and
make it fun with flashlights and a blanket fort.
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SPEAKING

Find some favorite pictures and talk about them using
details—why, what, when, where, who.

Make a phone call or video chat with someone to build
conversational skills.

Practice speaking in front of others—pick a hot topic to talk
about or have a poetry night.

Tell oral history stories about your family and practice
retelling these special stories.

LISTENING

« Listen to music or a story while creating art and spend

some time relaxing.

Enjoy listening to podcasts like Smash, Boom, Best that
can also serve as oral debate prompts.

Participate in a virtual storytime as a listener or a reader.

Move your body and take a listening walk; or settle your
mind, and listen to a relaxation strategy.

WRITING

Play games that incorporate vocabulary concepts like Scrabble,
Bananagrams, or Boggle; or create your own version of a word
game.

Design a family Kanban board to communicate and stay on task.

Spread positive messages around your community with sidewalk
chalk.

Learn to type and keep a journal or a timeline, or create a
pandemic time capsule/newspaper.

Write a letter to a teacher, loved one, or community member.



Resource Links

Reading

« Reading and writing links: https://wideopenschool.org/programs/family/prek-5/reading-writing/
+ ELlearning program activities: https://ell.brainpop.com/

+ Cookingideas: https://cookingwithkids.org/

« FEveryday literacy ideas: http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/351YSIRI.pdf

«  Facts for curious learners, includes reading assistance features: https://www.wonderopolis.org/

Listening

« Free access to audiobooks: https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
« Podcasts to listen to: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-best-podcasts-for-kids

Speaking
+ Conversation starters: https://www.playworks.org/resource/34-conversation-starters-for-your-family/

+ Conversational skills: http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/16301/urlt/35TOKCS.pdf
« Various literacy ideas: http://30days.familieslearning.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/NCFL30Days.pdf

Writing
« Organization and planning: https://kanbanzone.com/2020/manage-tasks-with-a-family-kanban-board/
« Learnto type: https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-typing-games-for-students
+ Journal prompts related to COVID-19: https://www.conncoll.edu/media/website-media/campuslife/Journaling-to-Cope-
with-the-COVID-19-Pandemic.pdf

Media Literacy

« Talking about current events: https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids
« Othervaluable resources: https://[www.commonsense.org/education/articles/news-literacy-resources-for-classrooms




