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Let’s Get Started!

You are bringing a powerful new resource into your home. This program helps children build reading skills 
step by step while giving you the confidence to support early literacy development. Research shows that 

children can begin developing the foundational skills needed for reading success even before kindergarten, 
and this program meets children where they are, building readiness for those not yet in school and 

reinforcing learning for those who are. Let’s get your child started on their road to reading.

Start at a bin that feels 
right for your child!

Review the bin inserts for 
instructions!

Watch instructional 
videos!
We’ve put together step by step videos 
showing you how to work through each 
book! Visit MyRoadToReading.com for 
these resources.

Find the tools to help you guide your child 
through the books in each bin.

Not sure? Start at bin 1. If it’s easy, your 
child will move through quickly and feel 
great doing it.

Please return to bin       a� er reading.

When children begin learning to read, they look at the first letter they see and say its sound. 
That first sound is the starting point for reading the whole word.

Children don’t need to read the whole word yet. The goal is to see the first letter and say 
its sound.

For Example... • The letter “m” at the start of map makes the sound /m/.
• The letter “s” at the start of sun makes the sound /s/.
• The letter “t” at the start of top makes the sound /t/.

Books in Initial Sounds focus on the � rst 
letter in a word and the sound it makes.

Turn to the word list in the back of 
the book.
Point to the first letter in each word.
Say the sound the letter makes, 
then read the whole word.

If the child is unsure or not yet reading on 
their own:

Say the first sound and the word.
Have the child repeat it before 
moving on.

Encourage the child to point to the first letter in each word.
Ask “What sound does this letter make?”
If they are not sure, model it. For example: “This word starts with the letter b. It 
makes the sound /b/. Say /b/.”
Let them repeat the sound and continue.

If they are not reading the whole word yet, that’s okay. The goal is to notice the first 
letter and say its sound.

Return to the word list and practice first sounds of words again.
Celebrate trying. When children feel proud of their e� ort, they become more 
confident and willing to keep reading.
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Initial Sounds
READ ME FIRST!

Download Helpful Resources and 
More at MyRoadToReading.comMyRoadToReading.com

Please return to bin       a� er reading.

When children read short vowel words, they look at the vowel (a, e, i, o, or u) in the middle of 
the word and say its short sound.

Short vowels are heard in many CVC, or consonant-vowel-consonant, words like pop, tub, wet 
and cap. The goal is to notice the vowel and say its short sound while reading the whole word.

For Example... • The letter “a” in cat makes the short sound /a/.
• The letter “i” in sit makes the short sound /i/.
• The letter “o” in top makes the short sound /o/.

Books in Short Vowels focus on reading 
words with a short vowel sound.

Turn to the word list in the back of 
the book.
Find the vowel in each word. It will 
typically be found in the middle of 
the word.
Say the sound the letter makes, then 
read the whole word.
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If the child is unsure or not yet reading 
on their own:

Say the vowel sound first.
Have the child repeat it before 
reading the word and moving on.

Encourage the child to look at the vowel in each word.
Ask “What sound does this vowel make?” or prompt “Say the vowel sound and 
read the word.”
If they are not sure, model it. For example: “This word has the vowel /a/. Say /a/.”
Let them repeat the sound and continue.

If the word is not read smoothly yet, that’s okay. The goal is to notice the vowel and 
use the short vowel sound.

Return to the word list and practice reading words with short vowels again.
Celebrate trying. When children feel proud of their e� ort, they become more 
confident and willing to keep reading.
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Short Vowels
READ ME FIRST!

Download Helpful Resources and 
More at MyRoadToReading.comMyRoadToReading.com

Please return to bin       a� er reading.

When children read a consonant blend, they say the consonant sounds in order and then 
continue reading the word.

A sound is heard for each consonant. The goal is to see the consonant letters and say each 
sound when reading the whole word.

For Example...
• The letters “bl” in black say /b/ /l/.
• The letters “st” in stop say /s/ /t/.

• The letters “mp” in jump say /m/ /p/.
• The letters “str” in strum say /s/ /t/ /r/.

Books in Consonant Blends focus on words where two or more 
consonants appear side by side, and each letter makes its own sound.

Turn to the word list in the back of 
the book.
Find the consonant blend in each 
word. It will typically be found at the 
beginning or at the end of the word.
Read the whole word, saying each 
sound of the consonant blend.

If the child is unsure or not yet reading 
on their own:

Say the consonant blend sounds 
first.
Have the child repeat it before 
reading the word and moving on.

Encourage the child to point to the consonant blends used in the book.
Ask “What sounds does the consonant blend make?” or prompt “Say each 
sound of the consonant blend, then read the word.”
If they are not sure, model it. For example: “This word starts with st. Say /s/ /t/.”
Let them repeat the sounds and continue.

If the word is not read smoothly yet, that’s okay. The goal is to notice the letters of the 
consonant blend and say each sound.

Return to the word list and practice reading words with consonant blends again.
Celebrate trying. When children feel proud of their e� ort, they become more 
confident and willing to keep reading.
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Consonant Blends
READ ME FIRST!

Download Helpful Resources and 
More at MyRoadToReading.comMyRoadToReading.com

Please return to bin       a� er reading.

When children read a consonant digraph, the consonant letters do not make separate sounds. 
Instead, they join to make a single, new sound.

Only one sound is heard. The goal is to see the consonant letters and say the consonant 
digraph’s one, new sound when reading the whole word.

For Example... • The letters “sh” in ship make the sound /sh/.
• The letters “ch” in chip make the sound /ch/.
• The letters “th” in thin make the sound /th/.
• Other common consonant digraphs are: “ph” /f/ as in phone, 

“tch” /ch/ as in itch, “dge” /j/ as in edge.

Books in Consonant Digraphs focus on words where two or more 
consonants appear side by side and work together to make one sound.

Turn to the word list in the back of the 
book.
Find the consonant digraph in each 
word. It will o� en be found at the 
beginning or end of the word.
Read the whole word, saying the single 
sound of the consonant digraph.

If the child is unsure or not yet reading 
on their own:

Say the consonant digraph sound 
first.
Have the child repeat it before 
reading the word and moving on.

Encourage the child to point to the consonant digraphs used in the book.
Ask “What sound does the consonant digraph make?” or prompt “Say the sound 
of the consonant digraph, then read the word.”
If they are not sure, model it. For example: “This word starts with sh. Say /sh/.”
Let them repeat the sound and continue.

If the word is not read smoothly yet, that’s okay.The goal is to notice the letters of the 
consonant digraph and say its sound.

Return to the word list and practice reading words with consonant digraphs again.
Celebrate trying. When children feel proud of their e� ort, they become more 
confident and willing to keep reading.
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Consonant Digraphs
READ ME FIRST!

Download Helpful Resources and 
More at MyRoadToReading.comMyRoadToReading.com



Move forward to the 
next bin!

Find more resources!

When your child can read the books in 
a bin easily, move on!

Find downloads, videos, and more on 
MyRoadToReading.com!

Track progress with 
bookmarks!
Check off each bin as your child 
completes it.

Check o� the step youjust completed!
1 Initial Sounds

2 Short Vowels

3 Consonant Blends

4 Consonant Digraphs

5 Silent E

6 Vowel Teams

R-controlled Vowels

8 Diphthongs

Syllables

10 Word Knowledge

K�P TRACK OFYOUR JOURNEY!
K�P TRACK OFYOUR JOURNEY!

THIS B�KMARK BELONGS TO:

LEARN MORE AT:
MyRoadToReading.com

Get On The Road To Reading! 1
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Read the books together!
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Read each book more than once! Rereading 
builds smooth, confident reading.

Watch Instructional Videos, Download Helpful 
Resources and More at MyRoadToReading.com


